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Frosty morning for those tenting at Casey Hut

The  CHRISTCHURCH  TRAMPING  CLUB
has members of all ages, and runs tramping
trips  every  weekend,  ranging  from  easy
(minimal experience required) to hard (high
fitness  and  experience  required).  We  also
organise  instructional  courses  and  hold
weekly social meetings. We have a club hut
in Arthurs Pass and have gear available for
hire to members. Membership rates per year
are $45 member, $65 couple, $20 junior or
associate, plus $15 for members who opt to
obtain a paper newsletter. 

For more about how the club operates, see
the last two pages. 

Calendar of trips and Social Events
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, club trips depart either from 'Z' Carlton Corner Service
Station (formerly Shell) at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite Derby Street)
or from 'Z' Russley (formerly Caltex) on the corner of Russley Road and Yaldhurst Rd.  If
the departure point is not specified in the trip schedule, you may assume it's 'Z' Carlton.
Day trips usually depart at 8 am on Saturday or Sunday. Weekend trips may leave on
either Friday evening or Saturday morning. 

New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or
contact the trip leader in advance.

Social: We meet on Wednesdays 7:30 pm at the CMLC (Canterbury Mineral & Lapidary
Club) building at 110 Waltham Road, Waltham. This new building, beside and on the south
side  of  Waltham  School,  is  about  100m  south  of  the  Brougham  St/Waltham  Rd
intersection. Waltham Road is the southern extension of Barbadoes Street. A variety of
social functions are organised, the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits served.  If
you can give a presentation or have ideas, please phone Kate Taylor 0273265497 or email
katet5003@gmail.com. Please note that formalities start at 7:50 pm sharp, and if there is
a guest speaker, he/she will start at 8 pm sharp.
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Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back
door. A great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please
book and pay before leaving town; the club bank account number is 38-9017-0279838-00
(Kiwibank/Christchurch Tramping Club). Include your name and the words hut fees in the
particulars/code/reference fields. Phone Donald Carnielo 338-9865 for booking and key
code; or if he’s away, Chris McGimpsey 027 6573070; or if they’re both away, Rex Vink
3525329. Hut fees are $15 member, $15 member's partner,  $25 non-member, $5 kids
under  12.  If  you  find  any  problems  or  maintenance  required,  please  contact  the  hut
convenor, Donald Carnielo.

Equipment Hire:  The Club has a range of
equipment  for  hire.  The  Gear  Custodian  is
Barney  Stephenson,  ph.  027  358  3281  .
Note:  club  gear  assigned  to  you  is  your
responsibility; please take care of it.  Please
put tents inside your pack. Tents attached to
the  outside  of  your  pack  can  be  easily
punctured when bush bashing or even lost.
This  may  result  in  serious damage to  your
bank account! Please air and dry tents after
taking  them on  a  trip  even  if  they  are  not
used,  and  report  any  damage  to  the  gear
custodian.

Rates for Gear Hire:

Tent $3/person/night

Ice axes, crampons $4 per item per
weekend

Harnesses, snow shovel $4 per weekend

Large/small weekend 
packs

$2 per weekend

Helmets Free

Personal locator beacons Free

Saturday 3 July 
Departure  point:  Z  Papanui,  Gibralter  Rock
Carpark.

Leader: Michael Newlove 021-1685716
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Omahu Bush, Gibralter Rock: 

Omahu  Bush  and  Gibralter  Rock  are  situated  at  the  South
Western end of the Port Hills. The trip will start from the Gibralter
Rock Carpark,  follow Rhodes Track to the bottom of the valley
before doing a short side trip to Anne’s Falls. Into Omahu Bush
itself along Nelsons Track and Kirks Track. Omahu Bush is home
to an ancient kotukutuku (tree fuchsia) forest and as well, has a
diverse range of other native trees including matai, totara, kowhai,
lancewoods, ribbonwoods and kanuka. Prendergasts Track takes
us out into the open and up to Gibralter Rock (502m). Great views
of Te Waihora (Lake Ellesmere), Canterbury Plains and across to
the Southern Alps. A short track takes us back to the carpark. 

Round trip 8kms, 400m height gain.

Grade: Easy+

Closes: 2 Sept 2021

Map: BX24 
Christchurc
h 

Approx: $5
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Sunday 4 July 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Michal Klajban 020 4196 3548
michal.klajban@gmail.com

Mt Norma : Parking by Palmer Lodge, taking the ridge right after
the bridge. Bushbash 600m up to open tussocks. Continue all the
way to Mt Norma along open ridges. Going down via south-west
ridge  (bushbash  down  to  Lucretia  Stream  /  Nina  River
confluence). Back to the cars via Nina Valley Track. Cca 12 km,
cca 1300m up so moderate trip. Moderate pace. Bring iceaxe and
crampons.

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 4 July 2021

Map: BT23 - 
Lewis Pass 

Approx: $40

Weekend 10-11 July 
Departure point: TBC

Leader: Nick Edwards 0273656751
nickedwrds@gmail.com

Basic Snow Craft Course:  This is an annual regular. Have you
ever  been  tempted  to  do  a  tramp  in  winter,  but  had  to  pass
because you didn’t  think  you had the  snow skills? Here  is  the
answer. An introduction to the basic snow skills and theory needed
by any club member wishing to head into the high country over
winter. The course covers the use of ice axe and crampons, basic
avalanche awareness and winter survival techniques. We will stay
in the club hut on Friday & Saturday nights 9 & 10 July, returning
home Sunday evening 11 July. Day 1 is typically held at Temple
Basin Ski Field, and the second day at Cheeseman Ski Field. 

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes: 30 June 
2021

Map:  

Approx: ~$80 (hut 
fees, 
transport & 
gear hire) 

Sunday 11 July 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: David Sutton 021-1808081
Davidlsutton@yahoo.co.uk

Mt Manson:  From the Craigieburn ski field road climb the south
facing ridge to Mt Manson. Continue to Pts 1828 and drop down
the ski field access road to walk out.

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 10 July 
2021

Map:   BV21 Cass
 

Approx: $25
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Saturday 17 July 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 021-1685716
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Flock Hill Escarpment:  Explore the amazing rocky escarpment
where the first  of the Chronicles Of Narnia was filmed. We will
start  from State  Highway  73  just  past  Parapet  Rock  and  walk
down a farm road until opposite the Cave Stream carpark. Climb
into a broad gully of stones nicknamed the canyon. The rock has
been etched into many shapes, flutings, scallop edges, overhangs
and complete holes. Higher up are more rock clusters including
one with a natural arch 4m high and 10m broad. Walk along the
ridge to Flock Hill itself ( 998m ) and down to Flock Hill Stream for
a lunch stop. The return trip will follow the stream and a fence line,
from which there are great views of the escarpment. On the way
back  to  the  cars,  further  exploration  of  the  rock  formations  is
possible. Round trip around 16kms, 400m height gain. 

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes: 16 July 
2021

Map:  BW21 
Springfield

Approx: $20

Weekend 17-18 July 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Symon Holmes 021 257 2720
symon_gnome@yahoo.co.nz

Magdalen  Hut:  Easy  walk  following  the  Saint  James  walkway
from Boyle Village to the Magdalen Hut (5 bunks, $5 per night).
Walk  out  the  following day the  same way.  Plenty  of  space for
tenting. Ideal introduction to overnight tramping. We may go to the
Boyle  Flats  Hut  (15  bunks,  $15  per  night)  if  we  have  larger
numbers or reach the Magdalen hut too early in the day.

Grade: Easy

Closes: 16 July 
2021

Map: BT23 Lewis
Pass & 
BU23 Boyle
Village

Approx: $45

Weekend 17-18 July 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: Mary Ogburn 027 584 3872
ogburn.mary@gmail.com

Snow Skills  Course:  Avalanche Awareness (run by OENZ):
This  is  a  2-day  introductory  avalanche  awareness  course  that
focuses  on  identifying  avalanche  terrain,  understanding  what
causes avalanches,  interpreting  the  NZ Backcountry  Avalanche
Advisories, and using avalanche skills and equipment to travel in
the  mountains  safely.  You  will  learn  to  use  an  avalanche
transceiver, probing techniques, snow shoveling technique, small
party  rescue  scenarios,  and  safe  travel  techniques.  This  is  a
practical  field-based  course  with  some theory  to  increase  your
understanding  and  is  STRONGLY  recommended  for  all  CTC
members undertaking winter tramping. This course is taught by an
Outdoor Education New Zealand guide and is approved by (MSC)
Mountain  Safety  Council.  You  will  gain  an  MSC  certificate  in
Avalanche Awareness upon completion of this course.

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes: 12 July 
2021

Map:  

Approx: $449 + hut 
fee
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Sunday 18 July 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: Michal Klajban 020 4196 3548
michal.klajban@gmail.com

Woolshed Hill Circuit:  Starting at Hawdon Shelter, going up to
Woolshed Hill  on a well-marked track.  We’ll  keep following the
ridge and after Pt 1445 we’ll drop down to take a short scree down
to 1200m contour. Bushbash down to Hawdon River. Circa 10 km,
1000m  up.  The  trip  involves  bushbashing  and  river  crossing.
There may be some ice or frost on the tops. Snow skills may be
required. Moderate pace.

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 18 July 
2021

Map: BV21 Cass 

Approx: $30

Sunday 25 July 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: David Sutton 021-1808081
Davidlsutton@yahoo.co.uk

Mt  Olympus:  Park  where  the  Olympus  ski  field  access  road
leaves  the  Ryton  River.  Follow  the  south  facing  ridge  to  the
summit. Descend via Ryton River.

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 24 July 
2021

Map:    BW20 - Lake
Coleridge 

 

Approx: $25

Sunday 25 July 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

TORTIS Tours #40: A beginners guide to getting lost and what to
do about it, plus some general navigation & bush-craft skills. This
is a day of practical training to help prepare you for the day when
your planned day walk becomes a potential overnight sleep over.
Bring your normal day pack & gear, a good lunch and a sense of
humor. Some older pre-torn clothes may be useful as the trip does
involve some bush bashing. Bring your GPS and/or compass if
you have one, but it is not essential because they will be provided
for  the  navigation  part  of  the  exercise.  We  will  stop  at  the
Rangiora Coffee Culture for tea, a Q&A session and a trip debrief
on  the  way  home,  because  the  trip  lasts  till  until  5  -  6pm
depending on your navigation skills. This is the only club training
course  which  is  open  to  non-members  and  it  is  designed  for
trampers looking to step up from easy to moderate trips. NB the
trip is normally limited to 4 x people at a time. 

Grade: Moderate at
easy pace

Closes: 24 July 
2021

Map:  

Approx: $20
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Saturday 31 July 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 021-1685716
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Kaituna Valley To Rod Donald Hut Return:  The trip will  start
from the head of Kaituna Valley and go up the South Monument
Track.  Join  Te Ara Pataka (Summit  Walkway),  follow it  through
Kaituna  Spur  Reserve,  Port  Levy  Saddle  and  on  to  Waipuna
Saddle where there is a stand of totara trees. A short side track
from here takes us to the Rod Donald Hut for a lunch stop before
returning  back  to  Kaituna  Valley.  Good  views  along  the  way.
Return trip 15kms, overall height gain 850m.

Grade:Easy/
Moderate+

Closes: 30 July 
2021

Map:  

Approx: $15

Weekend 31 July-1 August 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: Mary Ogburn 027 584 3872
ogburn.mary@gmail.com

Snow  Skills  Course:  Glacial  &  Crevasse  Rescue  (run  by
OENZ): 

This  course  is  taught  by  Outdoor  Education  New  Zealand  for
members  of  the  CTC  to  learn  glacial  travel  techniques  and
crevasse rescue and ropework. 

Detailed  information  is  available  at
https://www.oenz.co.nz/courses/ctc-alpine-course-custom-
course-2-3/. 

The  course  includes  two  days  of  practical  training,  and  an
afternoon/evening  theory  session.  The  practical  training  is
delivered in the Craigieburn range near Castle Hill Village, and the
theory  component  is  delivered at  the  CTC hut  in  Arthurs Pass
Village. 

(Note that the hut  fee is $15 and is not included in the OENZ
course fee.) 

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 26 July 
2021

Map:  

Approx: $499 + hut 
fee

Saturday 7 August 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 021-1685716
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Tiromoana Bush (east of Waipara): 

This easy trip follows a walkway to the east of the Kate Valley
Landfill and features farmland vistas, regenerating bush, wetlands
and a remote beach. The track loops around from the Mt Cass
Road and down to a beach - Mackintosh Bay, then up to Ella Peak
(346m). On the way, go to a lookout from where there are great
coastal views. ( Tiromoana means view of the sea ) 

Return  via  the  Ella  Ponds Wetlands  and back to  the  Mt  Cass
Road.

Grade: Easy+

Closes: 6 Aug 2021-

Map: BV24 
Waipara 

Approx: $15
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Wednesday 25 August Social

Four friends’ extraordinary three-month traverse of the Southern Alps: 

In a tent, on a mountain, in a lightning storm: A months-long trek across the Southern
Alps would put any friendship under stress. So, why did a group of mates put themselves
through it? 

A few years ago Maddy Whittaker was walking the 3000km Te Araroa trail. Walking the
entire trail takes months and is a significant undertaking. But for Maddy it wasn’t enough.
“All that time I was looking at the distant white mountains and thinking ‘wouldn’t it be
amazing to do this but up there’.” 

In November 2020, after a year of meticulous planning and preparation she, along with
Conor Vaessen, Tom Hadley, Tōrea Scott-Fyfe and Jamie Gardner, began their months-
long trek across the Southern Alps, starting at Arthurs Pass and finishing in Fiordland.
Sadly, Maddy could not complete the traverse but her four friends did. 

I  shoulder-tapped  one  of  them,  Conor  Vaessen,  who  has  undertaken  to  travel  to
Christchurch along with some or all of the other expedition members to tell us all about it.

Come to this presentation and learn how these four travelled 651km of backcountry and
mountain and climbed 50km of vertical (the equivalent of climbing Mt Everest from sea
level six times), and survived. 

You  can  read  about  some  of  it  here,  to  whet  your  appetite:
https://www.stuff.co.nz/travel/destinations/nz/300249611/in-a-tent-on-a-mountain-
in-a-lightning-storm-four-friends-extraordinary-threemonth-traverse-of-the-
southern-alps 

Sunday 29 August 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

TORTIS Tours #41: A beginners guide to getting lost and what to
do about it, plus some general navigation & bush-craft skills. This
is a day of practical training to help prepare you for the day when
your planned day walk becomes a potential overnight sleep over.
Bring your normal day pack & gear, a good lunch and a sense of
humor. Some older pre-torn clothes may be useful as the trip does
involve some bush bashing. Bring your GPS and/or compass if
you have one, but it is not essential because they will be provided
for  the  navigation  part  of  the  exercise.  We  will  stop  at  the
Rangiora Coffee Culture for tea, a Q&A session and a trip debrief
on  the  way  home,  because  the  trip  lasts  till  until  5  -  6pm
depending on your navigation skills. This is the only club training
course  which  is  open  to  non-members  and  it  is  designed  for
trampers looking to step up from easy to moderate trips. 

NB the trip is normally limited to 4 x people at a time. 

Grade: Moderate at
easy pace

Closes: 28 Aug 
2021

Map:  

Approx: $20
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Long Weekend 3-7 September 
Departure point: Christchurch Airport

Leader: Bill Johnson 027 422 2274
bill@billjohnson.nz

Winter  Ascent  of  Mt  Taranaki:  This  is  a  winter  ascent  of  Mt
Taranaki. We’ll fly from Christchurch to Wellington on Fri Sept 3
then hire a car or van to Mt Taranaki, Dawson Falls Carpark. Mt
Taranaki in winter is often hard ice so you will need proper boots
and crampons capable of front pointing with 2 tools, harness and
helmet required. Ropes, harnesses, snow stakes, ice screws may
be  involved.  Depending  on  the  weather  we’ll  either  climb  to
Kapuni Lodge or Syme Hut for a summit attempt the following day.
This is basically a day trip,  but  the extra days are to  allow for
weather.  From  the  carpark  to  Kapuni  Lodge  is  about  600m
elevation gain, Kapuni to Syme is about 550m gain and Syme to
the  summit  is  another  550m.  The  flights  on  Jetstar  are  still
reasonably cheap - $140 round trip with a 20kg bag and 7kg carry
on.

Grade: Hard

Closes: 1 Sept 2021

Map: BJ29 Mount
Taranaki or 
Mount 
Egmont 

Approx: Flights, 
$25/night 
Kapuni 
Lodge, 
5/night 
Syme Hut 
Hut

Weekend 4-5 September 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: Mary Ogburn 027 584 3872
ogburn.mary@gmail.com

Snow Skills Course: Pitching, Ridge Travel, & Snow Anchors
(run by OENZ) : 

This  intermediate  snow  skills  course  is  taught  by  Outdoor
Education New Zealand for members of the CTC to learn about
snow anchors and how to use the rope when pitching up steep
sections of  snow and mixed ground as  well  as  along exposed
ridges. 

You will meet at the CTC hut for Friday night, and then beginning
on Saturday morning the course will be delivered at Temple Basin,
Arthurs  Pass,  including  an  overnight  stay  at  Temple  Basin  on
Saturday night and some provided meals. This is the only CTC
snow skills course this winter overnighting at Temple Basin, which
provides maximum time in the alpine environment! 

Full  details  for  the  weekend  course  are  available  at
https://www.oenz.co.nz/courses/ctc-alpine-course-custom-
course-2-3-2/. 

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 20 Aug 
2021

Map:  

Approx: $649 + 1-
night CTC 
hut fee

Wednesday 8 September Social

FMC Photo Competition: This is your chance to cast you vote on photos submitted by
CTC  members  for  the  annual  FMC  photo  competition.  We  have  lots  of  keen
photographers,  producing some outstanding photos.  This  is  reflected  in  a  number  of
winning entries in  previous years,  which are published in  the FMC magazine.  Come
along to see the entries and cast your vote for which ones we should submit to the FMC.
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Sunday 26 September 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

TORTIS Tours #42: A beginners guide to getting lost and what to
do about it, plus some general navigation & bush-craft skills. This
is a day of practical training to help prepare you for the day when
your planned day walk becomes a potential overnight sleep over.
Bring your normal day pack & gear, a good lunch and a sense of
humour.  Some older pre-torn clothes may be useful  as the trip
does involve some bush bashing. Bring your GPS and/or compass
if  you  have  one,  but  it  is  not  essential  because  they  will  be
provided for the navigation part of the exercise. We will stop at the
Rangiora Coffee Culture for tea, a Q&A session and a trip debrief
on  the  way  home,  because  the  trip  lasts  till  until  5  -  6pm
depending on your navigation skills. This is the only club training
course  which  is  open  to  non-members  and  it  is  designed  for
trampers looking to step up from easy to moderate trips. 

NB the trip is normally limited to 4 x people at a time. 

Grade: Moderate at
easy pace

Closes: 25 Sept 
2021

Map:  

Approx: $20
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Long Weekend 1-3 October 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: Tomyu Hu 0226 589 688
tomyuhu@gmail.com

Hooker Hut:  Historic Hooker Hut was restored earlier this year
and will be open for bookings from 1 July. An article about the hut
is  available  at:
https://www.stuff.co.nz/timaru-herald/news/300289242/hardy-
historic-and-haunted-hooker-hut-comes-home 

There  are  8  bunks  in  the  hut.  DOC  have  received  numerous
enquiries to stay in the hut. DOC are expecting a lot of interest to
stay in Hooker Hut and bookings will be essential. Hut fees are
$15/ night via the DOC online booking system. Annual passes and
regular tickets will not be accepted by DOC. 

I am wondering if there are 7 other people who may be interested
in spending 2 nights at Hooker Hut doing a day trip or relaxing at
the hut for a Saturday and a Sunday morning? Because bookings
are essential to ensure we all get a bed on the same days I would
need to book the whole hut myself. Once there are a total of 8
people signed up for the trip I will look at making and paying the
hut booking for a suitable weekend. Which means anyone who
signs up will need to pay me back $30 before the trip departs to
show commitment to the trip. 

* Please Note if you pull out of the trip and no one takes your
spot you will forfeit the hut fees I have already paid on your
behalf *. 

The exact date of the trip will depend on when I am able to get a
booking  for  the  hut,  but  I  am  thinking  from  first  weekend  of
October onwards (once daylight saving has begun). You will need
some flexibility on which weekend but once bookings open and I
secure a spot you should have 2 to 3 months notice. 

Grade: Easy

Closes: 19 Sept 
2021

Map:  BX15 Fox 
Glacier

Approx: $120
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Sunday 31 October 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

TORTIS Tours #43: A beginners guide to getting lost and what to
do about it, plus some general navigation & bush-craft skills. This
is a day of practical training to help prepare you for the day when
your planned day walk becomes a potential overnight sleep over.
Bring your normal day pack & gear, a good lunch and a sense of
humor. Some older pre-torn clothes may be useful as the trip does
involve some bush bashing. Bring your GPS and/or compass if
you have one, but it is not essential because they will be provided
for  the  navigation  part  of  the  exercise.  We  will  stop  at  the
Rangiora Coffee Culture for tea, a Q&A session and a trip debrief
on  the  way  home,  because  the  trip  lasts  till  until  5  -  6pm
depending on your navigation skills. This is the only club training
course  which  is  open  to  non-members  and  it  is  designed  for
trampers looking to step up from easy to moderate trips. NB the
trip is normally limited to 4 x people at a time. 

Grade: Moderate at
easy pace

Closes:30 Oct 2021

Map:  

Approx: $20

Trip Reports

22-23 May 2021

Casey Hut via Poulter River

Nine of us headed out of Christchurch and after a meet at Springfield we arrived at the car
park at the start of the trip. The mist was just clearing as we put our packs on and made
our last minute preparations. A gentle walk ensued over some varied terrain. Lunch was
taken at petes stream after a couple of hours walking. Just after we took off again we saw
2 more trampers ahead going the same way as us. Some mental calculations soon told us
there may not be bunks for all  in the new 12 person hut. Having seen several cars at
Andrews shelter and 1 at the bottom of the Binser saddle a crowded hut was quite likely
and a few tents being put up for the night. The rest of the afternoon was spent walking up
the river , taking in the wonderful scenery. Around 430 pm and 20 km of walking we arrived
at the hut and as expected there were a few people there. 4 of us grabbed bunks inside
and 5 put up tents. Some late arrivals from the Casey Binser loop made sure the hut was
full to overflowing with 3 of them sleeping underneath the hut. Luckily the 6 mtb riders who
passed us on the way in decided to carry on to the Poulter hut for the night. After an early
tea it was time to head off to sleep for the night. As the forecast predicted 4 deg overnight I
wasnt too worried about my summer weight tent and 3 season sleeping bag. 
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Departing Casey Hut in the frost for our return walk

Alas,there was a beauty frost and it was cold next morning. However as we know, a frosty
start brings a glorious day and that was the case. Another pleasant walk back down the
river with lots of photo stops, lunch at petes stream again. Another 2 hours walking saw us
back at the cars at 245pm. After changing we headed off to Springfield for coffee and food.
Then back to Chch to our cars. We were blessed with fine weather the whole trip 

The walkers were Chris, Louise, Louis, Mary, Jenny, Charlene, Dean, Kalysta and myself
the scribe and trip leader Michael 

13 June 2021

Mt Herbert via Kaituna Valley and Monument Track

The weather forecast was pretty poor for the weekend so I postponed my Mt Norma trip
and offered a local Mt Herbert adventure instead. In the morning, we left a couple of cars
at the end of  Monument Track and one at the start  of  Packhorse Track where we all
started. The track up to the hut wasn’t as muddy as I expected after the recent floods that
swept a lot of Canterbury soil down to the ocean. We had our first break at Packhorse Hut
where  Chris  entertained  us  with  another  story  about  Max  (greetings  to  Timaru!).  At
Packhorse hut we met a group of young ladies, one of them was the daughter of Paul, one
of the prospective members that came with us that day. It’s always great to see kids using
backcountry huts! 
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At Herbert’s Shelter

The next stop was at Herbert Shelter. On the way up we saw a couple of impressive pine
trees which  we’ll  try  to  take down during  our  next  visit.  At  Herbert  shelter,  Josh was
awarded with a present: pink long johns that Alan apparently bought 20 years ago. Josh
was so happy with this unexpected surprise that he immediately put them on. Another
unusual gift was an apple cake brought by Abhi, a prospective member who claimed that
he brought cake on my advice. To clarify this, I wrote Abshishek: “Bring some cash to chip
in for petrol, good boots and a cake. Actually one of these things is optional.” He did have
boots and he also did have some cash so in my opinion he didn’t have to bring a cake at
all but we were all happy that he did. He was also approved by the committee as a new
member the day after (there is no connection between the cake and him becoming a
member of course). 
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Packhorse Hut

After lunch we continued to the top of Mt Herbert. Alan tried to trick Josh by pretending that
he wasn’t interested in racing to the top but in fact he used this lie to get a head start. Then
he challenged Josh, and even though he started 100m ahead, he lost by a minute. Now,
I’m sure that Alan has his own side of the story but this is how it was perceived by an
independent observer. After some compulsory photographs at the top we came down via
Monument Track. The bottom part of the track goes through a nice bush with some sparse
remnants of old growth forest including a few impressively sized kahikatea trees. Long life
to them! 

At the bottom of the valley, we faced the issue of how to squeeze 12 people into 2 cars but
Alan came up with a creative solution that  I’d rather  not  share publicly but  it  may be
guessed from the photos. We finished at White Rabbit Cafe. 

Overall it was a very chilled trip with a great company! 

Tramped on 13th July 2021 

Rough stats: 5h 30 min, 15.5 km, 1000m up 

Participants: Michal Klajban (leader, GPX, scribe), Mary Ogburn, Josh Sokolov Pearson,
Alan  Ross,  Carmela  Terrobias,  Brenda  Rainsbury,  Xiaoqiu  Jiang,  Chris  McGimpsey,
Abhishek Nainwal, Paul Yeoman, Fengmin Chen, Garth Dever 

Jiang’s video: https://youtu.be/bhpuuXtUujo 

Michal’s blogpost:

https://hikingisgood.com/mt-herbert-via-kaituna-valley-and-monuments-track/
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Classifieds

Hot Deals on 16 South Island ski areas!

Hi there Skiers and Riders

Here’s your best chance to go to some different ski areas this season, for much less cost, while spreading
the love to both local businesses and other ski fields.

Disabled Snowsports Canterbury (soon to be Adaptive Snowsports Canterbury!) has our new Bargain Books
of vouchers for 16 South Island Ski Areas for the 2021 Season.In most cases the offers include two lift passes
for the price of one, although a few fields have different offers and/or restrictions. 

Ski  Fields  participating this  year  are  Mt Dobson,  Cardrona,  Treble  Cone,  Mt Cheeseman,  Mt Olympus,
Cragieburn, Temple Basin, Ski Porters, Mt Lyford, Round Hill Tekapo, Broken River, Fox Peak, Ohau Snow
Fields, Snow Farm, Rainbow, and Hanmer Springs.

The Bargain Books are our major fundraiser each year, so the continued support from the Ski Areas and
Clubs concerned is really heartening and appreciated so much.

All of the details are on our websitehttp://www.dsc.org.nz/bargain-booklets/  

Bargain  Books  are  $110  for  the  first  one  purchased  and  $90  each  for  subsequent  ones.  They  can  be
purchased through our website or from the following outlets:

·Snow and Surf, 85 Tuam Street
·SnowRide, 386 Lincoln Road
·Gnomes, 26 South Terrace, Darfield
·Further Faster, 57a Buchan Street

Hop online now and we can ship your Bargain Book to you straight away, just contact

webquery@dsc.org.nz

Thanks for your support and we wish you a fantastic 2021 Season.

Regards,

Disabled Snowsports Canterbury

More about the CTC
CTC Overdue Trips: Members/family/partners or a nominated person concerned about a
trip being overdue should firstly discuss this with a Club Officer when they feel that the trip
is delayed. Club Officers know where to obtain copies of the Trip Lists containing the
names and addresses of the party members with their vehicle registration details etc. This
will greatly assist Police Search and Rescue. The Club Officer can then contact the Police
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directly. Concerned people should keep trying different numbers until they actually contact
a Club Officer (do not leave messages).

We  recommend  you  start  with  the  Club  Captain,  then  the  Gear  Custodian,  then  the
Presidents, then the Trip Organisers, then people listed under Our Club Hut – if no contact
can  be  made  then  the  Police.  Refer  to  the  list  of  Club  Officers  below,  and  on
www.ctc.org.nz.  Members  (particularly  Trip  Leaders)  please discuss this  arrangement
with your loved ones so they are aware of this procedure. 

Club Officers

President: John West 021 230 2536

Vice President: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070

Secretary: Monika Bratownik 021399750

Treasurer: Symon Holmes 021 257 2720

Treasurer: Carol Horgan 027 212 7294

Club Captain: Bryce Williamson 021-0232-2310

New Members 
Rep:

Emma Rogers 022 491 6625

Day Trip 
Organiser:

Kelly Purdie 027 614 2255

Overnight Trip 
Organiser:

Michael Hammond 02108414764

Social 
Convenor:

Kate Taylor 0273265497

Gear Custodian:
Barney 
Stephenson

027 358 3281

Editor: Peter Hinchey 0225948023

Hut Convenor: Donald Carnielo 338-9865

IT Convenor: Nick Edwards 0273656751

Access Officer: Ian Dunn 0212141907

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor
(editor@ctc.org.nz) by 29 July 2021 – Thanks.
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